In May of 2011, WCRF with the help of pre-dental student Jared Roberts
 brought a 10 person dental team to northern Nicaragua to render dental aid
 to children of the Venga tu Reino orphanage and the nearby village of El
 Barro. The following is a summarized article from a local paper, written
 by Wendy Schultz.

 Practicing dentistry in Tommy Bahamma beach chair and performing magic  tricks in the jungle are not the things they teach in dental school, but they're good things to know if you're providing dental services in Nicaragua.
 Drs. William Couch and Torrey Hammond of Cameron Park, CA, seven pre-dental students, and UCSF dental student Jason Couch, paired with  student leader Jared Roberts and Worldwide Child Relief Foundation founder  Hal Young, to offer dental services to nearly 100 children at the Venga tu
 Reino orphanage east of Leon, Nicaragua. In three days, the dental team performed 145 dental operations on the patients. Roberts, the team leader waded through the regulations of two countries while organizing the student volunteers and travel plans. Dr. Hammond, 38, set up the dental clinic in an orphanage dorm room. Dr Couch, 53, was in charge of the oral hygiene presentations.
 Young, 62, and his foundation sponsored the team, and interfaced with the surrounding village. Student volunteers David Stafford, Chad Christiansen, Dustin Peterson, Spencer DeSanti, Ryan Leininger, and Kasey Hendricks, assisted the dentists.
 They brought laptops to digitize x-rays for diagnosis, Tommy Bahama chairs from a discount store to use as dental chairs, dental tools, a compressor to run the drills, cards and pictures for the orphans from Couch and Hammond's younger patients and a lot of goodwill. "The kids were laughing and having a lot of fun during the oral hygiene presentation," said Roberts. Using a puppet with huge teeth, children were shown how to brush. They put on pillow cases to be teeth while dentists pulled rope between the "teeth" to illustrate how to floss. "They were excited about our being there, but once they got into the
 chair, they were a little apprehensive," said Hammond. " but everyone got up with a smile--
 I think they were surprised that it wasn't as bad as they expected. They were amazing---grateful and no complaining.

 "We won them over with the magic tricks, then we numbed them," joked Couch.
 " Only one of the children had ever visited a dentist in their lifetime. Children from the surrounding village of El Barro and some adults were also treated. "There was a lot of decay, especially on front teeth, so we did a lot of extractions on hopeless teeth and put sealants on molars," said Couch. "It
 was really rewarding to save their smiles" While the dentists and student volunteers worked with their young patients, Young and his assistant volunteer Mark Crawford, were busy completing a multi-use sports field, delivering school supplies at the local high school, and going door to door delivering hygiene kits. Young also setup a program with a man to teach English twice a week.
 

The team had an opportunity through their Nicaraguan liaison , pharmacist Mario Rivas, to visit a dental school at the University of Leon. Dental students in Nicaragua go directly from high school to dental school, so the ready-to-graduate were younger than the American pre-dental students. There were many expressions of gratitude from the people receiving the aid. "Torrey worked on a little girl and he wanted her to come back the next day. I carried her out to her grandfather to ask if they could come
 back. He had tears in his eyes and he was so grateful. That was the most powerful moment for me," said Roberts. "This trip exceeded my expectations. Our pre-dental said they liked the hands-on experience and would do it again."

 "I have a deeper appreciation of what we have in America and what I do as
 a dentist," said Couch. "I came home feeling I received more than I gave, " said Hammond. "I saw a
 different way of living ----people who are living without all our conveniences and who appreciate what little they have."


 "This was the first dental team we able to bring to Nicaragua. I really look forward to spending time there," said Young. "I have so much energy when I'm there. It was very emotional for me to finally be able to bring a dental team to help save these kid's teeth. Sadly we see so many people in their 30's who have most of their teeth missing because of lack of care. We want to continue educating and supplying dental hygiene items. We hope to bring a dental team every two years, and in 2012 we want to bring an
 orthopedic team of doctors and nurses because there is such a great need. We are also in need of any volunteers who are willing to travel with us or donate to the projects listed on our website".s
